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This article is part of a regular 
section in Solutions in which the 
author is challenged to envision 
a future society in which all the 
right changes have been made.
Transforming the World by Transforming the University: 
Envisioning the University of 2040
by Ariane König, Robert Dyball, and Federico Davila
Lizette Kabré
Students participate in a breakout session at the 2014 IARU Sustainability Conference.
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I was born in 2020. I grew up with too 
little political action on climate change, 
food security, and biodiversity loss. But I 
also grew up at a time when renewable 
energy was growing fast; a world in which 
poverty was waning; one that was more 
connected than ever before. I grew up with 
the chance to learn from other cultures 
and knowledge systems from around the 
world about how to mobilize social action 
for change.
My university offered me the 
opportunity to specialize in energy 
systems, in a degree program that 
emphasized concern for human well-being. 
My professors have been supportive 
and empathetic, and the atmosphere 
collegiate. Mine is a university that speaks 
to the concerns of my generation.
Student Reflection, Class of 2040


























































































The use of web-based learning 
technologies means that I gain technical, 
as well as academic skills. My professors 
mentor, enable, and encourage me 
to pursue projects with industry and 
government, honing my academic skills for 
the real world.
I commute to the physical campus 
for the intensive, face-to-face courses, 
where I exchange project findings with 
classmates. The university is flexible, 
allowing me to balance family, study, and 
to be active in my field of interest.
Student Reflection, Class of 2040
University of Salford Press Office
Online courses at the University of 2040 provide spaces for students to collaborate on joint projects 
with peers from different cultural perspectives.
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Students participate in a breakout session at the 2014 IARU Sustainability Conference.































Implementing Sustainability, in Higher Education: 
Learning in an Age of Transformation (Routledge 
(Earthscan), Oxon, 2015).














































United Nations Development Program Administrator Helen Clark meets with a team students and faculty from Victoria University that designed a net-zero energy 
solar model house.
